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Paul and | received a phone call from Mrs. Chua
Chu Chang asking us to pray about teaching the
Chinese children. The pleasure was and has
been ours since 1995. It has been our pleasure
to teach many of your children with pleasant
memories. The names of students we have
taught are many, such as: Xiaodong, Xiaohong,
Robert, Sophia, Alan, Diane, Erica, Lillian,
Winston, Ming, Loria, Silas, Daniel, Albert,
Connie, Hannah, Jason, Sarah, Elizabeth, Yang,
Caroline, Katharine, Sunnuy, Iris, Helen,
Sunshine, Clay, Melody, Jessie, Thomas, Andy,
Zoe, Lia, Koena, Carmen, Yeleela. Most of these
children have accepted Christ and been
baptized. Many of them have great testimonies
for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Many of
them have graduated from college and are
serving the Lord in their profession. We need to
remember your children in prayer.

| want to thank you for the opportunity of
teaching your children.

Paul & Suzy Parker
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I Was blind, but now I see

Yali Wilson

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a
wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but
now | see.

This well-known hymn titled "Amazing Grace” is one of
my favorites for it always reminds me of how great
God’s grace is to redeem a sinner like me from the
eternal death. Recalling the first time when | received
an English Bible, | was a junior in college. | opened it
and read the first verse on the first page “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
without any clue what it was talking about. Continuing
and finishing the first chapter, | thought | understood. |
talked to myself “oh, it is just like the Greek mythology
that | have studied in the literature class”. Ever since
then this Bible, a gift given to every student by an
American couple who taught us literature and writing,
was put aside, and has never been touched again
because it was not a required reading book for the
class.

Just before | graduated, | was offered a teaching
position in the university that | attended. That is a job
that | have been so passionate about and proud of
because in China there is a saying about teachers,
which is “teachers are the soul engineers of human
beings”. | loved my job and worked so hard that the
department and students soon recognized my effort
and | was awarded as “outstanding teacher”. Growing
up in a loving family, studying hard all the way through
graduating from one of the prestigious universities in

China, and then working at a job that | loved so
much, logically | should be very content. On the
contrary, an emptiness and loneliness crept into
my heart after a couple of years of teaching. So |
started pondering the meaning of life. What is the
purpose of life? What am | here for? If life is only
about the limited tens of years on earth, what's the
point because | know a lot of trees live longer than
man, and the concrete buildings even last longer
than the life span of man? Does the after-life exist?
Are human beings really evolved from animals?
Even if | have learned in high school that humans
are evolved from monkeys, that answer has never
convinced me because there are absolute
differences in nature between man and animals.
One of the examples is that man has conscience
and man desires justice. So | can never accept the
“fact” we learned in school that we are from
animals, and then who are we? Where can | find
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the truth? Another struggle and despair that | had
was that | had been trying my best to abide by the
ethic rules that | was taught at school and observed
from my parents when | was little, but | noticed |
failed sometimes even if in my heart | wanted to
make things right or to do good deeds, and | just
didn’t have the ability or | was too weak to do so.
For example, | knew that it is wrong to throw one’s
temper easily, but | did anyway under certain
circumstances. Whenever it happened, a sense of
guilt or regret would arise from within, but with the
hope that | could do better next time. Then | failed,
again. Life seemed like a constant battle of hoping
to make things right with being unable to do so.
Was there any hope to win the battle? But that was
not all. What was worse was that sometimes | even
didn’t know or realize that | was doing something
wrong because the world moral values were
changing from time to time. Meanwhile looking at a
bigger picture from what | learned in history class
and from the news around, there are Kkillings,
murdering and war all over the world and all
through history. How could man be so cruel? Was
there any hope in man? Political science class
seemed to bring a glimpse of hope to the darkness
by stating that in the future when materials were
abundantly supplied, there would be no wars;
people could love each other and live in harmony;
greed would be gone and people could just take
what they would need. Was that true? With all the
questions and confusions in mind, and frustrations
of falling and failing in life, | started to seek the
answers. But philosophies didn't give me an
answer; discussing with friends didn’t help. | felt |
was just like a blind man living in a dark room, and a
lost sheep wandering in a lost world.

A few years later with some changes in life, |
decided to pursue more education in America. After
passing all the tests, | was accepted by East
Tennessee State University in Tennessee. Hearing
this good news, | felt the dawn of light was shining
on me. Just one month before | left for America, one
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of my colleagues came to see me and started
talking about "“Jesus, God’'s love, gospel, etc.”.l
didn’t understand what she was talking about, but |
thought it must be some kind of religion. So | told
her that | was sorry for not having time to know
more about this religion because | was leaving for
America soon. Again, | put God aside. | was seeking
the truth, but when God heard my cry and came to
look for me, | even didn't recognize His grace;
instead my life was too occupied with the worldly
pursuit. However, God has never forgotten me or
given up on me. He has prepared a spiritual home
ahead for me where | would meet Him so that my
eyes could be open and no longer had | to wander
like a lost sheep.

A few months later after arriving at ETSU in August
2000, | met some Christian sisters and brothers,
and then was brought to Central Baptist Church
(CBC) one Sunday. Sitting at the Sanctuary | heard
the very first sermon about Christ and His love in
my life. Although | didn't understand what the
pastor was talking about, the message struck my
heart. It was so different from what | had known
and learnt before. The message together with a few
beautiful hymns refreshed my soul. The Sanctuary
at CBC was like a magnet drawing my heart to it,
and | looked forward to Sundays to be there and
hear more. Not only coming to church on Sundays, |
was also blessed to be brought to the Chinese
Fellowship (later became Chinese Church of the
Greater Tri-cities) on Fridays to have Bible studies.
A lot of words in Bible were hard to believe at the
beginning,and that was because | was trying to use
my human understanding and knowledge to
explain, but with time the more | knew about
Jesus, the more | felt He is not from this earth. He
speaks with power, authority, wisdom, mercy and
love, which cannot be found among men and in this
world. So the more | was expose to the word of
God, the more | realized that | had been so ignorant
trying to understand the infinite God with my
limited human brain as to who God is and what He



can do. Anything that seems impossible or illogic
with man is possible with God. After about two
years of Bible study, | came to the epiphany --- the
answers that | had been seeking for years were
found in Jesus. Jesus is the living God in human
flesh so that we can know God and His love. Jesus
said, "l am the way and the truth and the life”
(John 14:6). Jesus came to proclaim freedom for
the prisoners and recovery sight for the blind
(Isaiah 61:1). That was one of the Aha moments in
my life when | found Jesus. His light expelled the
darkness in my life, and His Spirit opened my eyes
to the truth, and His truth set me free.

Man is created in the image of God. Genesis 1:27
says God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He
created them. When God formed Adam--- the first
man, from the dust of the ground, He breathed
into his nostrils of the breath of life, and Adam
became a living being. When man dies, his
physical body formed of dust returns to the
ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God
who gave it (Ecclesiastes 12:7). So man is not a
product of evolution, nor a living being by
accident. God is the creator of life and the source
of all. God gave man His own characteristics in His
creation and He crowned man with glory and
honor (Psalm 8:5). No wonder man is able to
create, rich in emotion, enjoys freedom, has free
will longs for justice, loves holiness, and so on.
Moreover, God also set eternity in the hearts of
men (Ecclesiastes 3:11). That eternity is God
Himself, and for man being with God is the eternal
life. That explains why man has tried all through
history to find satisfaction in materials, education,
fame, social status, power, sex and many other
idols, but in the end none of these can fill their
hearts for their longings. That also explains why
in my early twenties | felt the emptiness in my
heart. Nothing can truly satisfy the heart of man
other than God Himself. He creates us in love and
for fellowship with Him by giving us His own
breath, or His spirit, so longing to be with Him is
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the thirst from our hearts, and the love for God and
the fellowship with Him is the source of satisfaction
for man. God's word reveals the truth to me and
gives me the answer as to who | am: | am created in
the image of God. God is the Creator who gives me
life and breath. He and only He can fill the empty
spot in my heart. My life has a purpose here during
this limited tens of years---to love my God and to
glorify my God. And when this life journey comes to
an end, my spirit will return to God and I’ll be with my
God, my Creator forever. What a joy of knowing the
identity, the purpose and the destiny of life! This joy
is more than that when an orphan finds his parents
and knows where he belongs. This is a heavenly joy.

The image of God in man is marred by sin. God is
good and God is love. Since man is created in the
image of God, how can man fail to be good all the
time? How can man be so evil and brutal in their
thoughts or acts? Where is the image of God when
man is committing evil?

How can evil deeds come from man whom God
created for good? There is an argument whether man
is good or evil by birth. Bible gives me the answer.
When God created Adam, God in His own image
created a perfect man with free will, so man is good
by that birth. However, When God gave Adam a
command with warning in Genesis 2:17, Adam and
Eve didn't trust God but used their free will to
disobey God. Their act of disobedience to God is sin.
Sin entered the world through one man-Adam
(Roman5:12), and all the man born of blood and flesh
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans3:23). In that sense, man is evil by birth due
to sin. Sin mars the image of God in man; sin
separates man from Holy God; sin blinds the heart’s
eye of man; sin makes man become his own god; sin
delusions man to pursue anything else for
satisfaction other than the Creator who gives life; sin
entices man to follow the world and go against God's
will; sin leads man to death. Sin becomes a master of
our lives. This Biblical truth answered my questions
as to why there is evil and war in the world. That is,
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because sin mastered the world. This is a typical
picture of the world without God: man has become
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit
and malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers,
God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they
invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;
they are senseless, faithless, heartless, and ruthless.
Although they know God'’s righteous decree that
those who do such things deserve death, they not
only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them (Romans
1:29-32). | also found the answers to my struggles
and frustrations in Romans 7:18, 19 "l know that
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.
For | have the desire to do what is good, but | can't
carry it out. For what | do is not the good | want to do;
no, the evil | do not want to do---this | keep on
doing”. Why can’t | do things right when | desire to do
good? Because | was born of being a sinner and |
can't save myself from sinning. Sin is a serious
matter of life and death.

The image of God in man is restored through Jesus
Christ. God created a perfect man in His image, but
sin marred the image of God in man. None is immune
to sin for it is something we are born with. Since no
one can save himself from sinning and no one can
save others, either. Will God let go of His creation
and allow man to live their evil ways? Will God allow
sin to eternally separate man from Him? Where is
hope for the sinful man since the just and holy God
will judge sin? John 3:16-17 says " For God so loved
the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through Him". Thanks be to God! God Himself has
prepared a way for man to go back to Him, a way to
restore the relationship with Him. The way is Jesus
Christ, who is the Lamb of God, and He is the only
way. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us,
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so that in Him we might become the righteousness
of God (The Chinese character for righteousness is
written as ¥, a lamb on top of me). On the cross
Jesus said “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). His
crucifixion satisfied the righteous wrath and
judgment of God on sin. Jesus paid all our debts
once for all. But His salvation didn’t stop in the
grave; Jesus resurrected from the grave with a
glorious body. His resurrection conquered sin and
death. Through Jesus the gap is bridged between
the Holy God and the sinful man; through Jesus the
wall is torn down that has separated the sinners
from the just God; through Jesus reconciliation is
brought between the righteous God and the
corrupted man; through Jesus the lost man is able
to come back to his heavenly Father with
confidence; through Jesus all the sins are forgiven
by the merciful God; through Jesus man is no
longer a slave to sin; through Jesus man will have
eternal life with his Creator; through Jesus the
image of God in man is restored. " Praise be to
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His
great mercy He has given us new birth into living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade---kept in heaven for you”
(1Peter 1:3). This is the gospel from heaven; this is
the salvation from our Savior; and this is the hope
from our Redeemer for us hopeless sinners. All we
need to do is to simply come to God, and surrender
to His salvation through Jesus Christ by repenting
our sins, acknowledging who He is, and believing
Him.

God’s love and mercy is so great that | cannot
fathom with my Llimited understanding and
perception. All | know is that by His grace | am
saved through faith in Christ. Christ died for my
sins so that | can be forgiven, and | can be cleansed
by His precious blood; He rose again from the
grave so that | can live in His victory over sin and
death. This is the amazing grace from my God---an



unconditional and sacrificial love for a
wicked sinner like me. This is a new life
promised from my Savior---a life full of
peace, joy, hope and light for a lost soul like
me.

"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come! All this
is from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). | thank
my God, my Lord for finding me, opening
my eyes, bringing me back to His way,
giving me a new identity---a child of God,
clothing me with His righteousness, and
thus saving me from eternal destruction.
"He restores my soul. He guides me in paths
of righteousness for His name’s sake”
(Psalms23:3). Praise be to God, Creator of
all, Redeemer of souls. All glory and honor
be to Him!

Make a choice. Out of His great love God
gave Adam and Eve the free will to make a
choice of trusting and obeying Him, or
distrusting and disobeying Him, but they
failed to make the right one. In the same
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way God, out of His grace, gives each of us the free will to
choose to believe Him or not---that is a choice between
being with Him or being without Him; a choice between
loving Him or loving the world; a choice between
worshiping Him or worshiping the idols; a choice between
living in the light or living in the darkness; a choice
between the eternal life or the eternal death, and the
choice is ours to make.
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